fa   REMARKS AT NATIONAL SCtiOOL,

May 9, 1925

I am shocked at these wheels.  No wonder, we fail in our
attempt to popularize the charkha here.  I am glad I have come
here.   Otherwise, I should have blamed the villagers in case of
failure. Now I see that the fault is all ours.  Look at the rickety
wheels and the thick spindles.   They have to turn and turn the
wheel before they can coax a thread to come out.  And look at
the horrid sound they make.   How can the boys    sing whilst
spinning,  if the wheel does not sing in harmony   with    their
music? The only consolation is that the boys know the art. They
have taken to it like fish to water, they have got the  cunning
of the fingers and I can see that in spite of the wretched condition
of the wheels they are drawing out beautiful yarn.  If the wheels
were better and the spindles thinner,   they could   easily   spin
double the present quantity.   Your maximum speed you say is
300 yards an hour.   I promise it will be 600 yards as soon as
you have reformed the wheels. The dexterity with which your boys
handle them should give you an idea of the immense possibilities
of spinning, and you yourself must do a year's penance to master
the art and the technique of the wheel if you do not know it today.

Young India, 21-5-1925

27.   SPEECH AT PUBLIC MEETING, DIGHIRPUR*

May 9, 1925

Gandhiji, addressing the gathering which numbered more than ten
thousand, said that he was sorry to find that the attempt made by the Con-
gress people to remove untouchability was not successful, Defending his atti-
tude regarding untouchability, he stated he had never said that anybody
should take food in the same plate with a Namasudra. He would never
drink water polluted even by his own mother, but if his mother or anybody

1 Gandhiji addressed these to Jatindranath Kushari, who was in charge
of the school where 30 students were learning spinning.   This report is an
extract from Mahadev Desai's account of Gandhiji's tour in East Bengal, under
the title "With Gandhiji in Bengal".

2 The Union Board of Dighirpur presented an address  to Gandhiji  on
behalf of the people of the locality.